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English Communication 2004-Brighton

HLEH : AMRAFERIAMN Scott Vesty

Don’t tell anyone I said this, but if you were
to ask the vast majority of New Zealanders,
especially those from Christchurch-a city, which
claims to be ‘the most English city outside of
England’, where they would most like to visit,
the overwhelming response would be “England”.
I am no different, so when I received a call from
Matsue-sensei one afternoon in March asking
if I could assist Alan with English Commu-
nication this year, the choice was not a difficult
one.

Five months, a half a dozen English Commu-
nication lessons, Shrek 2 twice and some other
in-flight movies later and I'm being whisked
away from Heathrow Airport in a mini van
with a Yorkshire-born driver with an accent
so strong I'm struggling to understand him
and six very understandably excited and some-
what surprisingly relaxed students.

The journey into Brighton from London is
smooth and we arrive ahead of schedule. With
the words “welcome to Brighton everyone”,
however, the mood of the bus visibly changes
and there are now six very quiet AUHW stud-
ents suffering from differing degrees of nerves
as they realise they are now only minutes

away from meeting their host families for the

first time. To be honest, I think that first day
was the only time I saw any of our students
nervous for the entire trip as they all soon re-
laxed and started making the most of their
three weeks in England.

Beachy Head

Starting with the very first person our students
met every morning, a very friendly semi-retired
man at reception, to the head of the school,
the Eurocentre staff were all very professional
and welcoming. And with the mixture of
students from various parts of the world, our
students were meeting, studying with and
socialising with yvoung people from many di-
verse backgrounds and cultures.

It was wonderful to see them communicating
in English with their Swiss, Italian, German,

Chinese and Korean classmates, among them-
selves, and even with the other Japanese stu-
dents studying in Brighton.

English Communication is a course to help
AUHW students improve their communication
skills ; enhance their international outlook
through cultural awareness and understand-
ing ; and boost their confidence and indepen-
dence, and I am sure all the students who went
to Brighton this year will agree they have achie-
ved all of these targets and more.
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